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FUNERAL SERMON.

PSALM CXV1. 15.

Precious in thefight of the Lord is the death of his

faints.

1 HE Pfalm, from which this pafTage is ta-

ken, appears to have been written, with an exper-

imental fenfe of God's goodnefs to his own chil-

dren. The writer, by his own experience, de-

fcribes the common lot of Chriflians in this world.

They all fee days of affliction—days in which they

are brought low, either by the withdrawment of

the light of God's countenance, or by earthly

trials—days in which the forrows of death compafs

them, and the pains of hell get hold upon them,

and they find forrow and trouble ; but it is a bleffed

confideration for the true people of God, that

thefe troubles are not without a remedy.—Gracious

is the Lord, and righteous
;

yea, their God is mer-

ciful, for when they are brought low he helpeth

and preferveth them.—In the midft of their trou-

bles, they have a help and fupport, which is un-

feen by others, and ftrangely fupports their minds,

giving them a confidence in the Lord, and enabling

them to bear with patience, and fometimes with

triumph, whatever infinite wifdom fees to be beft.—
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This fupport they find, even in death, that great

change before which all the men of the world will

tremble, unlefs they have the peculiar prefence of

Chrift, who hath tailed death for his people and

well knows what confolations they need in that try-

ing hour.

Under their trials, they find that the Lord is a

God who hears prayer. When they have experi-

enced this, they can fay as the Pfalmift in the con-

text ; I love the Lord, becaufe he hath heard my voice

and my/applications. Becaufe he hath inclined his ear

unto me9 therefore will I call upon him as long as I live.

The forrows cf death compaffed me, and the pains of

hellgat hold upon me : Ifound trouble and forrow.

Then called Iupon the name of the Lord ; Lord, I

befeech thee, deliver myfoul. Such prayer as this the

Lord heareth, fo that the fuftained mind can fay,

Return unto thy reft, my foul.—What fhall I render

unto the Lordfor all his benefits to me ? I will take the

cup offalvation, and call upon the name ofthe Lord.

To complete the above defcription of God's

grace to his people, the writer adds, in the words

of the text, Precious in the fight of the Lord is the

death of his faints. As he hath fuftained them by a

divine fupport, in all the afflictive fcenes of life
;

fo in their concluding moments of time, he is care-

ful to give them a fupport, according to their great

needs.

There is fomething remarkable, in the fulfilment

of God's promifes to his children, under the com-

mon afflictions of life, and as they furvive thefe

they can bear a teilimony for the fupport they have

received. The promife of a Saviour's fupport in

death, is equally explicit; but as his people do not

return to tell us what they meet in palling thro

the dark valley, we are not fo well able, from hu-

man teilimony, to defcribe what light is let into

the fouls of God's d\ing people. If we form our

©pinion from the divine promifes a we muft fuppofe
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in fome inftances, that it is very great, and fully

proportioned to the awfulnefs and great expecta-

tions of the moment. To confirm this, we fee

many inftances of dying Chriftians, around whom
friends and the world (land trembling, who appear

to have a fupport that fur prizes all.—A fupport that

enables them to fay

—

death where is thyjiing ?

grave where is thy viclory ? Thanks be to God who

giveth us the viclory through our Lord Jefus Chrift.

This fupport from God, doth not arife by the re-

moval of animal pains, for thefe muft be felt by

all to a greater or leller degree ; but by fuch an in-

let of holy peace and truft in God, and of divine

light, as makes the foul not only contented to fol-

low Providence, but defirous to depart, that it may

be with Chrift, which is far better than to be in this

world.

Our Saviour told his difciples, Te are the light of

the zvorld, by which he meant, that their life and

converfation, in conformity to the doctrines and

precepts of his gofpel, fhould be a principal evi-

dence of the nature, reality and comforts of reli-

gion. Aifo, if God be with his people, they are

a light to the world, in the hour of their death.—

It is a light which can fhine but a few moments,

but while it continues is a very bright one.

To meet the agonizing pains of a dying body-—

to-feel a prefent departure from the world and all its

furrounding comforts, friends and fupports—to

feel the awful expectations of coming into the pres-

ence of God, and hearing the fentence of his

mouth, which will be eternal in its confequences—

-

to expect all this in the full exercife of reafon and

with a folemn calmnefs—and to do this with a hum-

ble fenfe of a guilty nature, but depending for ac-

ceptance on divine and fovereign grace, is indeed

being a light to the world in the feafon of death—

a light which mines but fhort, but very bright, and

is enough to convince all infidels, that the religion
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of the humble Chriftian is a reality. It warns
them to acknowledge and fly to the Saviour, who
can give fuch fupport to his people.—This light and
fupport God often gives, which made the facred

writer fay, Precious in the fight of the Lord is the

death of hisfaints.

In difcourfing further from thefe words, on the

prefent folemn occafion, we will,

I. Defcribe who are the faints of the Lord.

II. What is meant by their death being precious

in his fight.

III. Conclude with an improvement.

I. The faints of the Lord are thofe, who believe

in his being, providence and perfections.

They confider God as the great efficient, who
creates, governs and redeems by his almighty and
fovereign agency ; and have a heart affecting fenfe

of thefe truths, while they acknowledge them with

their lips. Many, who in words own there is a

God, do not feel the folemn truths which they pro-

feiTedly acknowledge ; and altho they dare not

deny the truth, their hearts fay, as the Pfalmifl

defer ibes, that there were no God. His faints re-

joice in his being and in all his attributes—they

wifh no alteration in his character, but delight to

be themfelves and have their condition, in all ref-

pe£ts, in his hand.—-None but his faints do really

delight in his being, perfections and government.

—

Some may be afraid to deny thefe truths, left they

bring an awful vengeance on themfelves ; and
others may think that they can, by their reafonings,

accommodate God's character and government to

their own fafety, and thus confent that he mould
exift ; while his faints rejoice in him and his coun-

fels for what they are, and endeavor to accommo-
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date themfelves to his almighty and mod perfect

will.—They rejoice that there is a holy and fove-

reign God on the throne.

The faints of the Lord are thofe, who feel them-

felves to be finners, and place their fole dependence

for acceptance with God, on his fovereign mercy,

thro the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift.

Chriftians know themfelves to be the moil un-

worthy of all men, and while they hope, it is

humbly, and with felf-abafement.—So far are they

from fuppofmg merit in themfelves, that they

know, if left by the grace of God, they mufl go
to endlefs forrow.—They are felf-condemned, but

hope to be acquitted and glorioufly pardoned thro

free grace, which God is pleafed to extend to the

chief of finners, thro the merits of his Son, in

whom he glorifies himfelf, by the fan&ification and
merciful acceptance of the undeferving. Chrift,

who is all in all to the Chriftian as he paffes thro

the mingled fcenes of profperity and adverfity in

life, becomes eminently fo, in the hour of death.

In looking back on a fhort pilgrimage, where he

hath received many mercies, and tafted many for-

rows, he can afcribe glory to the wifdom and good-

nefs, which appointed every flep and event. He
can praife the undeferved grace, which reclaimed

a wandering foul from eternal death, and caufed

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God,
in the face of. Jefus Ghrift, to fhine in a rich fal-

vation from fin and guilt.—All his hopes of a

bleffed eternity ftand founded on fovereign grace.

—

The prefent comforts of religion and foretaftes of

glory to come, rife higheft in the faints of the

Lord, when they are moil emptied of themfelves,

and moil filled with an apprehenfion of God's glory

in the falvation ©f free grace, thro a Redeemer's
merits.
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The faints of the Lord are thofe, who, in their

difpofition and practice, are conformed to the di-

vine character and law, and live in the obfervance

of moral and evangelical duties.

There can be no grace in the heart without holi-

nefs, and to fpeak of one without the other is

wholly unfcriptural. While the people of God de-

pend for forgiven efs on his free grace thro a Re-

deemer's blood, they feek their evidence of falva-

tion in a fanctified temper and practice—in their

love of him and his commandments—their delight

in his law, and obfervance of the duties due to

him, to the Saviour and to their brethren in the

relations and intercourfe of life. The two fcrip-

tural maxims by grace ye arefaved, and without ho-

linefs no man canfee the Lord are not only confident

but infeparable ; and it is always by a union of the

fovereign grace of God and holinefs begun in the

creature that guilty men are brought to heaven.

The fan&ified perfon will abound in all the duties

of a pious, holy and humble life. It is thefe duties

which honor God in this world—become an exam-

ple to mankind, and make the Chriftian a blefling

in his generation ; indeed love or religion and obe-

dience are not feparable, either in rational Chrif-

tian fpeculation or in faith.—That life of faith,

which derives fpiritual comfort and ftrength from

Chrift, is always a life of holy obedience, prayer

and good works.—Such is the character of the

faints of the Lord.

II. What is meant by their death being precious

in the fight of the Lord ?

i. Infinite wifdom will order the time, and cir-

cumftances of their death, in the bed manner for

his own glory and their everlafting good.

The Lord will confult his own honor, the good
of his kingdom, and the bleifednefs of his faints,

in every cireumftance, that attends their departure.
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—It often feems to us as tho their death was pre-

mature, or attended with fome undefirable circum-

ftances, but this is wholly owing to our ignorance

;

for the fame covenant faithfulnefs, which watched

over them in life, doth, if poflible, watch over

them more carefully in their dying moments. We
know that death and all its pains, confidered only

as natural evils, are undefirable ; but they are the

direct way to the higheft glory—the way in which
the Captain of our falvation walked, and his peo-

ple mud follow him in the fame path, to come and
be partakers in the glory, which the Father hath

given him. The bitter bodily pains of dying

Chriftians, are often neceffary to perfect that pa-

tience, for which a richer crown of glory is ap-

pointed.—They may be necerlary to give to the

fpeclators an example of the power of religion,

and to witnefs the ftrengthening prefence of Jefus

making his fervants triumph calmly over awful

agonies.—Nothing carries to the unholy world

deeper conviction of the power and reality of re-

ligion.

2. The death of the Lord's faints is precious in

his fight, if we confider it as a time, in which he

ufually makes ipecial communications of his pref-

ence and grace to their fouls.

We know that divine dealings, in this refpecl,

are diverfe ; but it is common for the Redeemer to

give to his dying children a fupport, a clearnefs of

faith, a (trength of love, which is much above the

common fupports of the Chriftian life. His cove-

nant; faithfulnefs gives what is needed for the hour.

In a multitude of inftances, we fee a moil heroic

faith and a love, which powerfully draws the foul

to bid farewel to this world and be with Jefus im-

liately.—We fee a love which triumphantly fays,

O death where is ihy fting ? O grave where is thy

B
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victory ? Thanks be to God who giveth us the vic-

tory thro our Lord Jefus Chrift;, whom we feel to

be prefent with us in the power of his grace. To
quit all prefent things—to leave thefe bodies be-

hind—to part with deareit friends—to go into an

untried date of exiftence—to come before the bar

of God and hear a fentence for an eternity of glory

or of forrow, are great indeed ! All the folemni-

ties of time and eternity feem to center in fuch a

moment, and great indeed ! is the grace of God,
which enables the dying creature flill to crowd for-

ward, and afk for nothing but the continuance of

the divine prefence, and patience not to difhonor

the Lord, under the anguifh of a dying body.

Who, that beholds fuch a fight, can deny the real-

ity and the efficacy of experimental Chriflian piety ?

3. The death of the Lord's faints is precious in

his fight, as it is the confummation of their com-
munion with him in his own immediate prefence.

Chrift alfo loved the church and gave himfelffor if,

that he mightfancl'fy and clean)e it with the wafhing of

'water by the word. He alfo loveth all who belong

to it, and it is doubtlefs to him a precious time,

when he feeth the purchafe of his blood in the re-

moval of his earthly members to his own prefence,

in the prepared manfions of his Father's houfe.

Their holinefs is then perfected—their joys are full

—they will no more be finning and backfliding

members of his body. Precious in the light of

the glorified above, is the death of the Lord's faints

by whofe accefs to the fpirits of juft men made per-

fect, thecommunion and love of he tl v en are increafed.

Our fubjed admits a folerrin improvement.

1. It teaches the fufficiency of the gofpel of fal-

vation by Chrin:.

This gofpel gives us a Redeemer who is equal to

all our needs, He hath given himfelf to die that
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falvation may be preached to men.—He pities his

chofen people, while in their ftate of alienation

from him, and gives his fpirit to renew and en-

lighten them in the knowledge of the glory of God.
—He gives them ftrength from himfelf. proportion-

ed to their day, under the trials and difficulties of

life.—Even his corrections are their beft bleiTmgs,

by weaning them from the world and preparing

them for the glory of a holy ftate.—He gives them
feafons of correction to purify them for heaven,

and feafons of the clear fhining of his face to draw
them forward thro the wildernefs of the world td

the Jerufalem above.—He guides them by his coun-

fei thro all earthly events, and their death is pre-

cious in his fight

My brethren, the way to have this light in the

hour of death, is to live like Chriftians ; forfuppofe

we be indeed believers, if we go thro this life cru-

cifying Chrift afrem, there is little reafon to expect

that he will feal our departure with triumph.—If'

Chrift, mould commonly give much of his fenfible

prefence, in fuch cafes, it would be too great an en-

couragement to low Chriftian attainments ; but if

we are faithful to fhow ourfelves on the fide of

Chrift and his gofpel, and live in a humble obedi-

ence, we need not anxioufly fear that he will leave

us in death.

2. Our fubjecl: adminifters folemn admonition to

all who are not favingly united to Jefus Chrift.

Infidels may laugh and feoff thro life, but they

will groan from a fenfe of danger at death. Im-
penitent perfons may go on for a feafon, and try to

think they do not need a change ; but they will

tremble to die and come before the bar of God.
The lovers of the world and its pleafures may choofe

it as their portion, and think themfelves wife in

their choice ; but they will feel the need of another

portion and another fupport, when death irrefiftibly
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removes them from the world they have loved and

fought and ferved. Every triumphant Chriflian

death is a warning to thofe who have not an intereft

in Chrift, and fpeaks to them in this moil folemn

addrefs, prepare to die ! remember that the time

is near when you will feel the need of a Redeemer !

My brethren, Providence calls us all this day by

the death before us, as an inftance both of mortali-

ty and of the Chriflian light mining and triumph-

ing in death. Funeral eulogiums are not common-
ly to be indulged, flill God defigns thofe inflances

to be noticed, where he gives uncommon evidence

of his fupporting prefence with his dying people,

who have lived a meek and humble life. He de-

figns fuch inflances to be noticed for the confolation

of humble Chriftians, who are often brought into

bondage thro fear of death, and for the admonition

of thofe, who think that no preparation is needed

for that hour.

The deceafed, for whofe remains we are now
performing the lafl duties of refpecl, thro a difeafe

which was wonderfully painful to the body, was as

wonderfully fupported by the grace of a prefent

Saviour. An acquaintance with her fick and dying

bed, became to thofe who had an opportunity of

obferving it, a new and high evidence of the effica-

cy of experimental piety, of faith in Jefus Chrift,

and of love to God extraordinarily drawn forth by
the aids of the Holy Spirit.

She was the daughter of an eminent, humble and
faithful minifter in the church of Chrift, the Rev.

Warham Williams of Waltham, and appeared

to become pious in her youth.*

* Mrs. Sarah Williams now deceafed, was born Sept. 20,

3737, and died Jan. 23, 1800. She was daughter of the Rev.

Warham Williams of Waltham, and of his wife Abigail who
was daughter of Col. George Leonard of Norton.—The Rev.



FUNERAL SERMON. I3

Her fir ft marriage connection was with the Rev.

Joseph Parsons of Brookfield, who was early

called from his faithful miwiftry, leaving one daugh-

ter now in this place. With that refpectable con-

nection, which is now dhToived, you are all ac-

quainted. In the earlier part of life me was much
in the fchool of Chrifiian patience by family afflic-

Warham Williams her father, who died June 1752, aged 52,
was the fon of the Rev. John Williams of Deerfield, with whom
he was carried into Indian captivity in Canada, in 1703-4, and
grandfon of Deacon Samuel Williams of Roxbury and of the

Rev. Eleazer Mather of Northampton.—On his father's fide

Mr. Williams was the great grandfon of Mr. Robert Williams

and of Deacon William Park of Roxbury, both of whom came
out of England. On his mother's fide, the great grandfon of

the Rev. Richard Mather of Dorchefter, (the great family an-

ceftor of the Mathers,) and of the Rev. John Warham of
Windfor, who both came out of England.

Mrs. Williams, now deceafed, was married Nov. 23, 1763
to the Rev. Jofeph Parfons of Brookfield, who died Jan. 1 7,

1 771, by whom ihe had one daughter.f Her fecond marriage

was with the Rev. Eliphalet Williams, D. D. of Eaft-Hartford,

June 12, 1777, by whom fhe had two daughters, the eldeft of
them named Fanny Leonard Williams ; died June 30, 1792,
aged 1 1 years—the fecond named Abigail is now living.

The Rev. Jofeph Parfons of Brookfield, the firft connection

of the deceafed, was born Oct. 1733.—He was ordained at

Brookfield Nov. 23, 1757. He continued in the miniftry up-

wards of 1 3 years, though bodily infirmities increafed upon him
to a degree that difabled him from carrying on the work for

about three years before his death.—He was releafed from his

pains and received to his reward Jan. 17, 1 771 in the 14th year

of his miniftry and 38th of his age. " He was a gentleman of
fprightly powers, an accurate reafoner and a fenfible preacher.

—

In his life he was a promoter of peace and order, and an ex-

ample of the Chriftian virtues ; in his ficknefs a pattern of pa-

tience and resignation ; and in his death, ftrong in faith and full

of hope..—He lived beloved and died lamented." He was fon

to the Rev. Jofeph Parfons of Bradford, and Frances his wife,

and was grandfon to the Rev. Jofeph Parfons of Salifbury (New
Hampfhire) and great grandfon to Jofeph Parfons, Efq. ofNorth-
ampton.

f Mrs. Pitkin, the wife of Mr. Samuel Pitkin, now of Eaft-Hart-
ford and fon of Elifha Pitkin, Efq, of the fame place.
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tions and perfonal weaknefs, and her Chriftian

graces were fuch as a fchool of affliction commonly
forms, when accompanied by the Spirit of God,

meeknefs, patience, refignation, and a humble fub-

miflion to a fovereign God. Humility was a princi-

pal trait in her character, and fhe taught others by

mowing that fhe thought herfelf unable to teach.

—

She became a bright example for imitation, by

mowing that (he thought herfelf unworthy to be

imitated.—Thro her laft ficknefs, which was un-

commonly painful, the Lord was with her.—She

often faid that her God and Reedemer was her all

;

and her greater! anxiety was left anguifh of body

fhould make her impatient to be gone before God's

time.

It was thus that me flept in Jefus, at the appoint-

ed moment, an example to her friends and to

Chriftians, and a bright Chriftian light firming in

death, and faying, death where is thyjiing.

We all mourn with her reverend and aged Part-

ner in life, now made lonely again by this ftroke

of God's providence. His afflictions are great

—

long afflicted by mod prefling difeafe, he is now af-

flicted anew by this deep bereavement, and hath

been called to clofe the eyes of one, who he ex-

pected would clofe his own. We who are minifters

of the gofpel, and have found him a father to us un-

der our refpective griefs, wifh that he may now have

thofe confolations that he hath miniftered unto us,

and that when he goes to the throne of grace, a

heavenly father may meet him.—This people with

whom he hath been, fo long, in their fcenes both

of joy and forrow, cannot now fail to have their

hearts melted with his, and to pray that God would

be with him to the laft.—And let them faithfully

follow his example in the faith and patience of the

kingdom of Jefus, that they may be found among
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thofe, whom he fhall have as feals of his miniftry,

and a crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord.

With the children of the deceafed whether they

be fuch by nature or connection we would affec-

tionately mourn. They have all the confolation

that they can have in the death of a parent, and
when they weep they mufl weep for thenafelves and
not for her,—May they feel that a fovereign God
hath done right in removing their mother, and
that he calls them to prepare to follow her.—May
they always recollect her example for it will teach

them, and her precepts for they were wife. We
hope that God will anfwer all her prayers, that are

laid up in (lore for them, and that they will all of

them take her place at the throne of grace, in fup-

plicating God's bleflings on themfelves and on the

world, and thus thro much prayer, die with that

peace, in which fhe died.

May all, who this day mourn the death of a re-

lation and friend, fo mourn that the affliction which
now is grievous may work out for them the peace-

able fruits of righteoumefs.

Let all this people know that they mufl die,

—

Such folemnities as thefe are either the favored fea-

fon of God for doing us good, or will be the

means of hardening us in that fecurity which mufl
end in remedilefs death.—We mufl foon die, and
furely it cannot be an uninterefting point, whether
it be with comfort or with terror. The only fafe

manner of coming to a peaceful death, is to love

God and keep his commandments, and trufl in di*

vine mercy thro the merits of a Mediator. Let
none think they can fafely meet God without thefe

qualifications, for if they do the difappointment

wil be exceeding great. May the Lord be with us

thro thefe folemnities, and bring us all to rejoice

and praife him in his kingdom, Amen.




