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The Church thefulneſ of Chriſt,

who filleth all in all.

FEBRUARY, 1803. [No. 8.

accompliſh the complete ſalvation

and everlaſting glory and happi

HE firſt chapter of the neſs of the church, which he hath

epiſtle to the Epheſians

ends with this fingular form of

expreſſion, “ The fulneſs

purchaſed with his own blood.

In this high office and ſtation, he

of fills all creatures with whatever, of

him that filleth all in all.”— the nature of good, they poſſeſs,

Theſe words in their conneétion

plainly import, that altho' Chriſt

filleth all in all, yet there is a ſenſe,

in which the church is his fulneſs.

his, at firſt view, may ſeem a

kind of paradox, or ſomething

like a contradićtion. It is, there.

fore propoſed to attempt ſome il

luſtration of the meaning, truth

and confiſtency of theſe two prop

lons, viz.

I. Chriſt filleth all in all.

II. His church is his fulneſs.

I. Chriſt filleth all in all.

Jeſus Chriſt in his incarnate per

ſon, “in whom dwelleth all the

fulneſs of the Godhead bodily,”

is exalted to the throne of the

univerſe, as Lord of all, with un

controlable power and authority

over all worlds, creatures and

things; that he may rule and

govern, employ and diſpoſe of

all, to the glory of God and the

intereſts of his eternal kingdom,

and ſo as will in the beſt manncr
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experience or enjoy. There?s no

underſtanding, light or knowl

edge, wiſdom, power or ſtrength,

holineſs, peace or joy, in crea

tures, nor any good poſſeſſed, at

tained, or enjoyed by them, but

what is from him as its fountain

and ſource. But Chriſt may be

confidered at the head of his church,

in a more peculiar and appropri

ate ſenſe. The church incluſive

of all its members is repreſented,

in the ſcriptures, as conſtituting

one body, in alluſion to and ſome

thing after the fimilitude of a nat

ural human body, compoſed of

many members united to each oth

-er and to one common head, by

which they live, and move, &c.

Of this body, compoſed of all

the members of the church, Chriſt

is the head. He is not only head

over all things to the church ; but

he is alſo the head of the body, the

church, every member of which

has a real ſpiritual union to him as

N n
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Nov. 18th. “Being providen.

tially prevented from ſending this

by the laſt mail, I can now inform

you, that I attended at the pro

poſed meeting on laſt ſabbath ;

and it was a great and ſolemn

meeting indeed. It is ſuppoſed,

the number which attended was

not leſs than ten thouſand. There

- were twelve miniſters attended.—

We continued on the ground,

#. Saturday morning until

ueſday. The number affected

was great, perhaps upwards of

two thouſand, counting from the

firſt to the laſt. About one thou

ſand were communicants. Du

ring the two laſt nights, there

were, I think, ſeldom leſs than,

from two to three hundred at

once : And of theſe, the cries

- and groans were very affecting.

Toward the latter part of the ſo

lemnity, numbers appeared to get

relief; though few in compariſon

with the number affected. The

diſtreſſed appeared to have awful

apprehenſions of their fins—Their

cries generally were, Oh! my fins

—Oh! my hard heart—Oh, what

ſhall I do for Chriſt! O Jeſus,

take away my hard heart | But

room and time at preſent forbid

enlargement: And in many ſheets

I could not give you any ade

quate deſcription of the wonderful

iſcence.”

Axtraff of a letter to the Truſtees of

the Miſſionary Society of Connec

ticut, from Rev. Joſeph Badger,

Miſſionary to New Conneāicut,

dated Auſtinburgh, November

19, 1802.

IT may be ſatisfactory to the

Truſtees and the friends of reli

gion in general, to have ſome ac

count of the apparent, and I hope,

real progreſs of the Redeemer’s

kingdom in this weſtern country.

*

The laſt Sabbath in Auguſt the

ſacramental ſupper was adminiſ

tered at Young's Town. On

Monday, near the cloſe of the ex

erciſes, there appeared an unuſual

movement on the minds of many;

it was found afterwards that ſe

veral were hopefully the ſubjećts

of genuine awakening, which has

fince terminated apparently in a

ſaving change. In Meſopotamia

there are thirty four-ſouls ; two

of this number have lately obtain

ed hopes of an intereſt in Chriſt.

One of them a man forty ſix years

of age; who has been for many

years a univerſaliſt, and uncom

monly vicious and profane. The

other is a young woman, of a ve

ry irreligious family. May it not

be ſaid there has been an awaken

ing in this place : The firſt week

in September I ſpent at Hudſon,

found a young perſon under ſeri

ous concern; found a number of

ſerious and hopefully pious peo

ple, moſtly from the church in

Goſhen (Connecticut.) Here I

organized a church, confiſting of

fourteen members ; it was a feel

ing, comfortable time with Chriſ

tians. The laſt Monday in Sep

tember, I ſat out from No. 2,

Range I, for Pittſburg, where

the Synod of Pittſburg were to

fit the next Wedneſday. I at

tended during the ſeſſion, which

continued until Saturday nearly

one o'clock. One important part

of the buſineſs tranſačted was,

forming the Synod into a Miſſion

ary Society. Their funds are

yet ſmall, about two hundred dol

lars. They ſent one of their num

ber, Rev J. M*Farrand, a very

reſpectable clergyman, on a miſ

fion for four Sabbaths, into this

county. There was a letter read

from Kentucky dated in Auguſt,

by which we learn the revival

continues to ſpread, and remark
*
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ably to overcome oppoſition. In

one inſtance, there were about.

forty young perſons aſſembled for

a ball; ſoon after they got toge

ther, one of them ſpoke of going

home ; he was aſked, why he

would go home ; he frankly told

them he thought they were doing

wrong ; at this, numbers were

ftruck with ſerious refle&tions,

and inſtead of proſecuting their

dance they went to praying

and finging hymns. Theyſpent

the time they had allotted for

dancing, in religious exerciſes,

and twenty ſeven of their number

were ſeriouſly awakened at that

time.

Near the end of the ſeſſionof the

Synod, the miniſters were called

upon to relate, if any thing had

taken place worthy of attention,

lately among their people. Mr.

M“Curdy, paſtor of two congre

gations, one in Pennſylvania, cal

led the Croſs Roads congregation;

and the other in Virginia, the

Three Springs congregatian, a

bout forty ſix miles ſouth of this

county, gave the following rela

tion, of a remarkable attention

which began in his congregations,

on Monday of that week. “On

“the laſt ſabbath the Lord'sſupper

* was adminiſtered in the Three

‘Springs congregation ; there

“was a great degree of coldneſs

“complained of among Chriſtians,

“ and apparently, great ſtupidity

‘and inattention through the aſ

“ſembly until near the cloſe of

“the exerciſes on Monday, when

“there appeared conſiderable

*movement on the minds of ma

“ny. After the aſſembly were

“diſmiſſed, Mr. Marcus and Mr.

*Brice took their leave (theſe

“were two aſſiſting miniſters) and

‘ as I ſuppoſed went away; I

went into the congregation and

San converſing with thoſe

“who were in diſtreſs. The peo

‘ple made no movement to go a

‘way. Some collected and ſang

‘hymns, others were in too great

‘anguiſh of ſoul for ſuch exerciſe.

“Mr. Brice, on taking leave, in

‘mediately ſat off for home. Mr.

‘Marcus delaying a little, per

“ceived an uncommon movement

“among the people, and thought

“it would not be prudent for

* them to go away, mounted his

* horſe and rode after Mr. Brice

• and called him back. We ſpent

‘the reſt of the day, the night,

‘ and until eleven o'clock on

• Tueſday with the people. There

“was through this time ſuch

• ſcenes of diſtreſs as exceeded any

‘ deſcription. There were about

• 50 perſons whoſebodily ſtrength

“was ſo overcome, as rendered

“ them incapable of ſupporting

• themſelves ; they fell to the

“ground, expreſſing their diſtreſs

“in groans and cries for mercy.

“At eleven o’clock on Tueſday,

“the people were prevailed upon

“to diſperſe, and we came on our

‘ way to attend the Synod.”

The above is the ſubſtance of Mr.

M“Curdy's relation before the

Synod. A few minutes after the

Synod adjourned,we were inform

ed, that at the Croſs Road meet

ing houſe, there was a meeting

for prayer, held by the people,

on Thurſday evening, at which

time, the awakening influences of

divine truths were powerfully felt,

many cried out, and were incapa

ble of ſupporting themſelves; the

meeting continued all night.

Mr. James Hughs, Mr. Wick

and myſelf determined to go and

ſpend the ſabbath in that congre

gation, with Mr. M'Curdy 5 we

arrived with the people who were

aſſembling at the tent, near the

meeting houſe, as there were ma

ny more than could be accommo

*
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dated in the houſe. Mr. Hughs

preached an excellent ſermon ; I

then preached. The exerciſes

were about four hours and an half

without intermiſſion—the people

were very ſolemn, and many in

deep diſtreſs, but none cried out.

It was too late for a third ſermon

by day light ; it was propoſed at

candle-lighting to have one in the

meeting houſe. We repaired to

the houſe for worſhip at that time,

and found the houſe ſo full, that it

was difficult getting through the

aiſle; they had ſome of them

been "...; hymns—as we enter

ed the houſe, a perſon, near one

end of the houſe, cried out and be

came helpleſs. The public exer

ciſes pretty ſoon began. Mr.

Wick preached, there was great

ſolemnity, and many appeared

under deep diſtreſs of ſoul; four

other perſons in the courſe of the

evening cried out, two of which I

had opportunity to be near to,

and paid particular attention to

their ſituation. Their groans and

cries indicated deep anguiſh of

foul ; but moſt of the time, for

four hours, they very nearly re

fembled perſons who have juſt ex

pired,from a ſtate of full ſtrength;

for confiderable time pulſation

could not be perceived, their

limbs were wholly unſtrung, and

reſpiration ſcarcely perceptible ;

yet they retained their reaſon, and

knew what was ſaid within their

hearing. Their ſtrength return

ed gradually—they firſt opened

their eyes and looked on thoſe a

round them—anſwered queſtions

with a very feeble, low voice, at

length ſat up partly ſupported by

another. I converſed with them,

and inquired the occaſion of their

diſtreſs; they told me it was the

apprehenſion they had of the fin

fulneſs of their fins, as committed

againſt a Holy God; and their

ſoul-deſtroying nature. They ap

peared to have very juſt views of

themſelves, as totally finful, and

that their ſalvation muſt be, if ever

they were ſaved, by ſovereign

grace. They both obtained

hopes. There were five miniſters,

with about five hundred people,

who continued through the night

in the meeting houſe. There was

nothing appeared like diſorder—

peoplewere univerſally ſolemnized,

and many could not hide their

diſtreſs, yet kept from making a

noiſe excepting what eſcaped

with their ſobs and tears. Near

ſun riſing the aſſembly diſperſed.

We took breakfaſt ; after which

I rode with Mr. M'Curdy and

Mr. Hughs, to the Three Springs

congregation, ten miles, to attend

a meeting there. About four

hundred people came together.

Mr. Hughs preached an excellent

ſermon, on the nature of fin and

the wages of it. You would

ſcarce #. an eye but what was

fixed on the ſpeaker, on the

ound, or drowned in tears; and

ſome with the ſobs of a wounded

conſcience diſcovered theirdiſtreſs.

When the aſſembly was diſmiſ

ſed, ſeveral were unable to retire,

and were carried away by their

friends. In this place there was

an old man, in his 103d year, awa

kened; his bodily ſtrength and

mental powers, were like thoſe of

about 60. The next day was the

time of general concert. I tarried

and preached here, the other min

iſters went to other places. This

day was alſo, as we hope, a day

of God's power. Six young peo

ple came from over the Ohio, from

ſome diſtance, to ſee what ſtrange

work was here—one of them, was

made to feel herſelf in very diſ

treſſing circumſtances, before ſer

mon was half through. And a

young man who had come with
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a ſtout heart, not intending to be

moved, was alarmed from his

ſecurity near the cloſe of the ſers

mon. After ſeveral prayers were

made and hymns ſung, in regard

to the concert, I adviſed the peo

ple to retire, to which they then

agreed. I was invited to go home

with one of the elders of the

church. The fix young perſons

mentioned before, with ten or

twelve others, came in to ſpend

the evening, and fuch an evening

I never ſaw before. The deprav

ity of the heart, the obligations

finners are under to repent, the

ſovereignty of God in giving re

pentance and remiſfion of ſins,

were the ſubjećts converſed on ;

ſeveral prayers were made and

hymns ſung. There was nothing

terrifying held up to view in re

5. to hell or the torments of

e damned, yet while ſome

who had comfortable hopes, were

refreſhed and much overcome with

views of the glory of Chriſt's

kingdom, others were overcome

with a deep ſenſe of their ruined

ftate as finners; at one time, there

were ten of this little aſſembly un

able to ſupport themſelves, for

ſeveral hours. The other four

young perſons, who came to ſee

the ſtrange work, were awakened

this evening. It was four o’clock

in the morning before we could

retire to reſt. The next day I

rode about twelve miles, and

preached again to nearly 4cc peo

ple, aſſembled in the woods, and

in a neighborhood, where there

was never preaching before ; this

alſo was a ſolemn time; ma

ny appeared deeply concerned,

and one perſon fell and cried out;

—two other miniſters were preſ

ent—after the aſſembly were diſ

miſſed, they tarried nearly half of

them, until the ſun was down, in

quiring what they ſhould do. I

was informed by Mr. Marcus that

on Tueſday, the awakening was

viſible with a number in his con

gregation. ... I this evening rode

about 5 miles to Mr. M'Curdy's

and lodged—Took my leave in

the morning, and returned to

Warren by the ſabbath, where

I had appointed to preach. I

have ſince heard that the work

is rapidly ſpreading in thoſe parts.

Donations to the Mi onary Society of Conneāicut.

From Beni, Beecher, a lot of Land in Cheſhire, containing so acres.

From Daniel Read, New-Haven, 1oo Primers. D. c.

From Dočtor Trumbull, avails of his Sermons, . . .

Avails of Connecticut Evangelical Magazine, . . . .

From a friend of Miſſions, .

POETRY.

comMUNICATED as otrolnar.

Prayerfor the preſence of God in Bir houſe.

I. OW greatly bleſt, O Lord, ars

they,

Who dwell around thy throne above;

Who ſpend a calm, etermal day

In reſt and peace and perfest love!

2. Yet net thoſe heav'nly hoſts alone,

Tranſported ſee thy ſmiling face:

On ealth thou mak'ſt thy glory known,

On earth thy children taſte thy grace.

3. Within thy houſe, O Lord our God,

Cloth'd in ſweet majeſty appear;

Make this a place of thine abode,

And ſhed thy choiceſt bleſſings here.

4. When we thine awful ſeat furround,

Thy Spirit with thy word impart,

And let thy goſpel's joyful ſound

With pow'r divine reach ev'ry heart.

5. Here let the blind their fight obtain,

Here give the broken ſpirit reſt:

Let Jeſus here triumphant reign,

Enthron'd in ev'ry yielding breaſt.

6. Here let the voice of ſacred joy

And humble ſupplication riſe,

Till higher ſtrains our tongues employ,

In realms of bliſs beyond the ſkies.

PHILANDER.

I sº

$40
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