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CHAPTER II.
N U M BER x.

The Indians at Natick are formed

into a church, after, what was
then deemed, a ſuitable time of in
ſlručiion and trial—A church
gathered, and a miniſter ordained
at Maſbipaug—Of Mr. Eliot's
aſjiants in hi

s

miſſionary ſervices;

and biographical/ketches o
f

ſome

o
f

them—The ſtate o
f

th
e

Chriſ:
tianized.congregations, audchurch

e
r in 1670.

N the preceding number an acI count was given of the ex
amination o

f

the Chriſtian Indians

a
t Natick in reſpe&t to their qual

ifications for baptiſm, and being
formed into a church ſtate. Tho’
the examiners received much ſat
isfaction ; and the confeſſions o

f

many o
f them, being ſent to Eng
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land, andº were approved o
f there; yet they were kept,
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for ſeveral years after, in the ſtate
of catechumens.”

At length they were incorpo
rated into a church, after theman
ner o

f New-England, giving them
ſelves firſt to the Lord, and then

* Catechumens.) Perhaps ſome young
rºaders need to be informed, that this
word, as here uſed, ſignifies perſons
under inſtrućtion in the principles, and
duties o

f Chriſtianity, in order to their
being admitted to baptiſm, when it
ſhall appear, that they have, according

to Chriſt's inſtitution, competent qual
ifications ſor this ſacred ordinance.
Poſſibly our predeceſſors might keep

the Indians, who appeared ſerious, and
were well inſtructed in the doćtrines

o
f Chriſtianity, too long a time in the

ſtate o
f

Catechumens: Perhaps, that
might b

e applied to them, in reſpcét

to admiſſion to church privileges, which
was ſaid b

y
a Roman hiſtorian in anoth

e
r

caſe. “Nocuit antiquus Rigor, et

nimia Severitas.” It may be, they in
ſiſted upon terms bigher in degree, than
the inſpired apoſtles did, in admitting
adults, converted among the heathem,

to the poſitive inſtitutions o
f

Chriſtian
ity—At leaſt we do not learn from the
hiſtory o

f

the New Teſtament, that the
apoſtles kept their proſelytes ſo long from
the enjoyment o

f

the ſpecial ſacred o
r
.

dinances o
f

the goſpel. However, this
may b

e alledged in apology for Mr.
Eliot, and other ancient divines in New
England, that i. eaſy terms, upon
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tares with the wheat. The Lord
only knows thoſe who are his.
But we humbly hope there is a
goodly number, whoſe tried faith
will be found unto praiſe and
honor and glory at the appearing
of Jeſus Chriſt.
The triumphs of divine grace
have been fignally manifeſt in
ſome caſes, where proud and
haughty ſcorners, deſpiſers of that
which is good, open ſcoffers at
religion in general, and the work
of grace among us, in particular,
have been made to tremble at a

view of their guilt, and boldly,
and, it is hoped, cordially eſ
pouſe the cauſe they ſought to
deſtroy.—This is the Lord's do
ing—“Our mouths ſhall ſpeak
his praiſe; and le

t

a
ll

fleſh bleſs |

his holy name for ever and ever.”
With the beſt wiſhes for your
ſucceſs in every attempt to ad
vance the kingdom o

f

our com
mon Lord, I am, &c. f : "º

Gershow C. Ly MAN.
Marlborough, July 4, 1803.

Religious Intelligence.

Extrađ of a Letter from the Rev.
Joseph Badger, Miſſionary in

New Conneāicut, dated CAw
FIELD, July 19, 1803.
“Taking into view the pro
five attention to religion in the
hio and Erie Preſbyteries, the
extraordinary circumſtances at
tending the work, and the clam
our raiſed againſt it b

y

enemies,

full of ſubtlety and unrighteouſ.
neſs againſt the truth, I deter
mined to ſpend two ſabbaths, a
t

tending a ſacramental ſeaſon in

each Preſbytery. Friday, June
17, rode to Mount Pleaſant 2

2

miles and lodged. Saturday rode

to Salem lo miles, a congrega
Vol. IV, No. 3.

tion about 3 miles eaſt o
f

this
ſtate line, and 5 miles from the O
hio river; Rev. Thomas Hughs,
paſtor. The people were con
vened about two o'clock in a tall,
ſhady grove, where was prepared

a tent o
r pulpit, at the foot o
f
a
n

aſcending ground, and where
were arranged ſeats and ſheds o

n

each ſide and in front ; in the
centre were placed two tables
about forty feet in length, with
ſeats. At this time, about four

o
r

five hundred were together,

and behaved as though eternity
was in their view. I preached to

them from Luke xi. 21, 22. Sev
bral fell in time o

f prayer, and
more in time o

f

iermon ; lome__
were greatly agitated, cried out§ a

s they fell, and for a fewº -

were immediately taken care o
f

by thoſe who ſat near them;-
after ſtruggling a few moments,########-
bling a dead Corpſe, than livin# *č. ers fell Wº:
noiſe o

r ſtruggle, and ſome a
s

ſuddenly a
s if they were dead.

Others diſcovered deep diſtreſs
without noiſe o
r falling. At eve
ning Mr. Wick preached; a

s the

a
ir

was dry and ſtill, candles were
fighted and ſtuck u

p

o
n

trees and
Íhed poſts, ſufficient to enlighten

the whole congregation. The ſet- .

mon, ſeveral prayers, and finging#: --
Giſe untilābāţăne o'clock, when
many retired and took a little
ſleep.—I ſlept about three hours.
Many o

f

the diſtreſſed and others
did not leave the place. In the
morning, two o

r

three hundred
attended family worſhip a

t the
tent—Until ten, the time was
ſpent in finging hymns and pray

e
r,

the pious people leading in

the worſhip;-then public exer
ciſe began. Mr. Wick preached;
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the aſſeumbly

- parently candid, Beſſèving he Göu

there were many fell. Mr. Hughs
fenced the tables, after which a

pſalm was ſung, and the commu
nicants went ſinging to the tables.
—The tables were ſerved three
times, at which 180 perſons com
mumed. One perſon at the table,

was ſo deeply affected with a view
of divine truth as to be una
ble to go from it without help.

lm time of ſermon and ſeaſon of
communing, many new inſtances
of attention took place. I preach
ed again about 4 o’clock from
Heb. ii. 3

,

after which about a
n

hour was ſpent in taking ſome
refreſhment; and the ſocial ex
erciſes o

f finging and prayer were
attended until near midnight, at

which time I preached again from
Luke xiii. 3

,

and then diſmiſſed

a
t

about two in the"Nº-º-º-A number of us remorning.

fired to a cabin meeting houſe and
lay down in our looſe coats and
ſlept about three hours : But the
great body o

f

the people contin- -

ued in prayer and finging through

the night. They ſang principally
hymns from Hartford Collečtion,
of which the ſerious people are
very fond. A gentleman of edu
cation and o

f

médical ſkill, attendf médical ſkill, atten.

e
d through the Whole ſeaſon ap—. philoſophical princi

ples. But o
n

Mºnday morning

h
e acknowledged h
is error, Tââiii.;

that it was, in the main, the work
of God. Tev. George Scott
came in the morning from h
is

houſe 1
2 miles diſtance, and
preached the firſt ſermon o
nMon
day, and Mr. Hughs preached the
ſecond and diſmiſſed the aſſembly
about three in the afternoon. It

was thought on the ſabbath that
the aſſembly amounted to nearly

two thouſand. There was decency

and good order univerſally pre
ſerved, except in a few low bred
people, who ſtalked about a

t a

reſpectful diſtance from the aſſem
bly. Thoſe who were diſtreſſed
complained much o

f

their heart
being hard, and viewed themſelves
totally oppoſed to God, and in

imminent danger o
f

eternal ruin.
Thoſe who had obtained hopes,
ſpoke o

f

the purity o
f

the law ;

o
f

the nature and tendency o
f fin;

o
f

the juſtice o
f

God in the con
demnation o

f

the finner, with pro
priety.—Many ſeemed to loſe a

ll

ſenſe o
f

their own danger, and to

b
e

ſwallowed u
p

in views o
f

the
juſtice and gloy o

f

the divine gov
ernment. The plan o

f

ſalvation
in the goſpel appeared to them

excellent, in that God was exalt
ed, and the creature abaſed, and

in that it is a ſalvation from fin.
After the exerciſes were ended a

lećture was appointed for me to

preach next day a
t 12, a
t Bever

townſhip; rode to the place and
lodged ; preached next day to

about fifty people, and rode, after
preaching, 1
5 miles, to a place
where a Mr. Cook was to be
ordained b
y

the Preſbytery the
next day.

-

“June 23. Preſbytery met at

8 thismorning, and after examin
ation o

f

the candidate, a ſerman

was preached b
y

Mr. Boyd, con
taining orthodox ſentiments, and
pertinent to the occaſion. Mr.
Cook was then ſet apart to the
work o

f

the miniſtry and to the
paſtoral charge o

f

the congrega
tion, b

y

laying o
n o
f

the hands

o
f

the Preſbytery and prayer. In

this congregation the attention is

confiderable—many were in tears
and ſeveral fell in the time of the
exerciſe. From the miniſters con
vened on this occaſion, we were

informed that the awakening had
become pretty general in ten con
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gregations on this fide of the riv
er. Twelve miniſters are now
fettled north of the Ohio waters
in Pennſylvania—theſe with Mr.
Wick and myſelf in this county,
from the Erie Preſbytery. There
are fixteen congregations newly
formed within the bounds of this
Preſbytery, who are ſeeking for
fupplies, and ſeveral for candi
dates to ſettle with them ; but
there are not more than two or
three licentiates on this ſide the

mountain. Several congregations

will probably be formed in this
county within another year. Af.
ter attending to preſbyterial buſi
neſs until the ſun was down, we
adjourned, and rode ten miles to
wards Georgetown, and lodged

with a plain, pious family, with
whom I had ſome acquaintance.
“Thurſday 24. Rode to Mill
Creek 22 miles, and ſouth of the
Ohio fix. Called on Mr. Scott
miniſter of that place, and lodged.
Serious attention in his congrega

tion pretty general, but a number
of bitter oppoſers. Mr. Scott
was educated at Princeton col
lege, is a ſenſible, found preach

e
r. Next day rode to Mr.

MCurdy's, in the congregation
where théâtteſtigii began laſt fall,
and in company with Mr. Scott
who was going to aſſiſt at the
Croſs Creek ſacrament.—-Here

Sarah when paſt age, can with
equal eaſe bring little ones to Je
ſus, who have lived in fin an hun
dred years. Saturday rode to

Croſs Creek, a congreation under
the care o

f

Mr. Marcus. People
were gathering from a

ll quarters
—probably a thouſand were now
upon the ground ; about twenty
large five horſe waggons were
ſtanding, with as many more large

tents pitching around the gather
ing aſſembly, many o

f

whom
were now occupied in ſpeaking

to each other o
f

the riſing glory

o
f

the Redeemer’s kingdom in

this weſtern world, and others.
ſinging hymns ſuitable to the oc
caſion.

“About 3 P.M. the noiſe of
pitching tents and other prepa

tion work ceaſed ; the aſſembly,
who were now the largeſt by far

I had ever ſeen, convened for ſo
cial worſhip, took ſeats ; they
covered more than half an acre of
ground. I was requeſted by Mr.
Marcus to preach ; it appeared to

me I ſhould not be able to ſpeak

ſo as to b
e

heard ; but I made
the trial from 1 Cor. i. 18. The
people were very ſolemn, atten
tive and ſtill through the exerciſes,
excepting thoſe who fell and cried
out. By ſpeaking ſlow and diſ
tinétly, with a loud voice, they
could hear. Among the number
that fell, there Was a ſtout, hearty —-
ſooking man, whoſe diſtreſs cons.º intermiſ.-- ---
ſon, and ſo as to render him to

taking

onday evening,

received the pleaſing account o
f

the hope and comfort o
f

the old
man 103 years old, mentioned in

my letter laſt November. He
obtained a comfortable hope,

made profeſſion o
f religion, at

incapable o

tends public worſhip, is able to

walk ſeveral miles on the ſabbath

to the place o
f meeting, and
gives comfortable evidence o

f

real
friendſhip and union to Chriſt.
Neither great nor old finners out
reach the bounds o

f ſovereign

nTTeft the congregation.—
Affºr-Tirmon, the ſºapſTade

a
ll

further arrangements neceſſary

to ſtay o
n

the ground through
the occaſion, and took refreſh
ment. The place o

f meeting was
convenient, and rendered comfort

grace. H
e

who gave an Iſaac to able with light ſheds and
ſeats
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covering nearly an acre of ground.
The air was clear and dry—and
as the day-light withdrew, candles
were lighted, and placed ſo as to
give light to the whole congrega
tion. The evening exerciſes then
began, in ſinging, prayer and diſ
courſes from two of the miniſters;

truths appeared to fall with
weight, and convićtions to be
promoted. About twelve, I re
tired with Mr. Marcus, and had
a few hours ſleep; but the elders
from ſeveral congregations tarried
with the aſſembly, the greater
part of whom continued in this
camp of the Lord through the
night. Sabbath morning I re
turned to the tent, at about eight.

Here this great family were then
engaged in worſhip. Mr. Scott
led. They ſang a hymn, he read
and explained a chapter and then
prayed; there was then an inter
wal ti

ll

ten ; but ſinging o
f hymns,

converfing and prayer were carried

o
n in parts o
f

the aſſembly, b
y

ious people, the whole time.—
The firſt ſermon was preached b

y

- and is an excellent preacher.—
†Mr. Patterſon fenced the tables,

after which, while finging a pſalm,

about one hundred and thirty#"; took their ſeats at

the tables. He then conſecrated
the elements and adminiſtered
them; after theſe were ſerved,
Twhiſe another pſalm or hymn was
finging, they left the#:AH;i. them. After the
firſt table, Mr. Scott took a ſta
tion about twenty rods diſtant
and preached to a large aſſembly
while the other tables were ſerv.
ing ; and then the ſpeakers at the
tables could not b

e

heard b
y

one
half o

f

the ſurrounding aſſembly.

The tables were filled fi
x times,

making about eight hundred com
municants. There were two in

Mr. James Hughs, who was ed

ſtances o
f perſons being ſo over,

come with views o
f

the Saviour’s
love, a

s to render them incapa
ble o

f going to the table without
help, o

r ſupporting themſelves on
their ſeat. It ſeemed as though
the language o

f

the Spouſe reſ.
pećting Chriſt was felt and ačted
out ; “I ſat down under his
ſhadow with great delight, and
his fruit was ſweet tomy taſte. He
bro’t m

e

to h
is banqueting houſe

and his banner over me was love.”
The ſweet and lovely frame Chriſ.
tians appeared to be in

,

the meek
neſs and humbleneſs o

f mind,

exceeded any thing I ever ſaw
before ; it helped me to get ſome
faint ideas o

f

what the ſaints will
enjoy, when they come to ſee the
King in hi

s

beauty, and b
e preſ

ent a
t

his table without ſin, o
r

fleſh to intercept their fight. At
the cloſe o

f
the ſacrament, there

was an intermiſſion o
f

half anhour, .

and then Mr. Patterſon preached

a ſhort ſermon and diſmiſſed the
aſſembly until candle-lighting. It

was thought about five thouſand
people attended o
n this day; and
but few went away at night;-
the order and decency o
f

the aſ
ſembly exceeded any thing I ever
ſaw. Thoſe that fell were taken
care o

f

without any needleſs buſ
tle—the outcries of the diſtreſſed
revented ſome near them from#: for a few moments; but
their expreſſions reſpecting their
hard hearts, “Oh, my hard im
penitent heart, it is harder than a

rock, I have ſinned againſt th
e

light

o
f

God’s word, and againſt the

faithful warnings o
f

Chriſ's miniſ. .

ters ; I have ſinned againſt m
ypar

ents : I have crucified Chriſ ; I

am the greateſt o
f

ſinners ; Oh, m
y

heart m
y

heart, my hard, impenitent
heart, it will not repent / How
can ſuch a ſinner as I am ever be

Javed ’’
’ And ſuch like expreſ

fions, uttered apparently under

s
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the moſt keen ſenſations of what
they expreſſed; were loud preach
ing, and in many inſtances had
the effect to awaken others. In
ſome inſtances they would cry out
like a dying perſon,
voice, “Oh, do pray for me,
juſt ſinking down to hell P’
“The evening exerciſes began
with finging and prayer ; ſeveral
of the miniſters ſpoke in turn with
propriety and clearneſs on the
doétrines of grace. Some of the
miniſters continued through the
night, and but few of the people i
went away. After refreſhment
was had in the morning, which
thoſe who tarried brought with
them, and family worſhip was
ended, at ten a ſermon excellent
ly adapted, from, “The ſummer
is paſt, the harveſt is ended and
we are not ſaved,” was preached
by Mr. John Anderſon, educated
in North Carolina, and a native
of that ſtate. It was then my
lot to preach again, which I at
tempted from, “ I have ſpread
out my hands a

ll

the day unto a

rebellious people,” &c. After
rayer and finging, the peopleº: diſmiſſed, 3. i.º. M.
expe&ting they would moſtly re
tire : but it was thought, nearly
two thouſand kept their places,

a
s though the religious exerciſes

were but juſt commencing, many

o
f

them totally unable to g
o

away,

or take care o
f

themſelves. It

was neceſſary for ſome o
f

the

miniſters to g
o

away; three o
f

us went ; but as there were two
came in time o

f

the laſt ſermons,

on their way to Preſbytery, to

be convened the next day, there
were five left, who tarried with
the people until Tueſday morn
ing, when the aſſembly broke up.

Ian

the Lord he is the God.”

It was thought by ſome who paſ

that there were, ſome part o
f

the

time, from Sabbath evening until

ſperſons at a time, unable to ſup
port o

r

take care o
f

themſelves. Y

e enemies of religion, ſay this
with a feeble cannot be the work o

f God, for
the Bible gives no accoun

- –7
fuch things. Tut when all Iſrael
ſaw the # come down and con
ſume the ſacrifice and the altar,

o
n which Elijah offered ſacrifice;

they fell o
n

their faces, “ and
they ſaid, the Lord h

e is the God,
The

diſciples in the ſhip, were terrified
and cried out for fear, when they

ſaw Chriſt walking o
n the water.

Paul fell to the ground under
deep convićtion, when going to

Damaſcus. The jailer trembled
and fell down before Paul and
Silas, and ſaid, what ſhall I do 2

—Ft is ſaid alſo that only perſons

o
f ignorance, weak nerves and

intelle&ts, fall. But men o
f ſtrong

minds, and o
f learning, in the vig

o
r o
f

life and health, are brought
down, like other people. I will
mention one inſtance, without
naming the gentleman, who at
tended on a ſacramental ſeaſon, I

think the firſt ſabbath in June,
declaring to the miniſters and
others, that h
e

could by his med
ical ſkill, and o

n philoſophical
principles, account for al

l

the ex
traordinary exerciſes. He ſaid
none but weak women and per
ſons of weak nerves were made to
fall; but if ſome ſtout, healthy,
brawney built man ſhould fall, he

ſhould think it ſomething above
human art. It was ſo ordered
that he had the moſt fair trial.

Some time in the meeting, h
e

found himſelf alarmed from his
ſecurity, and inſtead o

f philoſo
phizing on others, was conſtrain
ed to attend to his own ſoul—
his ſtrength was ſo fa

r

gone h
e

could not eſcape, aſked ſome
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A

near him to carry him out, which
they did immediately—when they

had got him out of hearing, “Oh,
carry me back, he ſays, God is here,I cannot get away from God. I
Anow now that I am in God’s
hands, this is God’s workP
They carried him back into the

jº
3. dying man. In time of inter.
miſſion many gathered round to
hear what he would now ſay:
“Oh, I have lived 47 years an
enemy to God. I have been in
fome of the hotteſt battles, and
never knew what it was to have
my heart palpitate with fear; but
now I am a

ll unſtrung : I have
cut off limbs with a ſteady hand,
and now I cannot hold this hand
itill if I might have a world. I

know this is not the work of
men. I feel that I am in God’s
hands, and that he will do, with

me juſt what h
e pleaſes.”—At

another time after hearing one o
f

the miniſters pointing out the ex
cellency o

f Chriſt, and inviting
poor, diſtreſſed finners to come to

Chriſt, he ſays, “Oh, I am dead,
how can a dead man come to

Chriſt?” The laſt ſabbath in June

( [ ſaw him a
t

Croſs Creek, h
e

ſaid h
e thought a
t

ſome times,

ed, b
y

Letters miſfive from th
e

Moderator of the laſt Conſocia.

tion, for the purpoſe o
f

ordaining

Mr. Thomas Robbins, a Candi.
date for the Goſpel Miniſtry, as

a
n Evangeliſt, reſolved itſelf into

a
n ordaining Council; which was

then opened with Prayer b
y

thc.
Moderator. . . ."

Sundry Letters and Votes re
lative to ſaid ordination, were

then read which are a
s follow.

No. I. º

Letter from the Secretary o
f

the

Truſtecs o
f

the Miſſionary Society.

o
f

Connetlicut to th
e

Moderator.

o
f

the North Conſociation o
f

Litchfield County. ...?

Hartford, June 27,
Rev. SIR, -

The Truſtees of the Miſſion
ary Society o

f

Connecticut a
t

their meeting in May laſt, ap
pointed Mr. Thomas Robbins, a

Candidate for the miniſtry, to g
o

o
n
a miſſion to the County o
f

Trumbull, State o
f Ohio; and
deeming it expedient that if he

accepted the appointment, h
e

ſhould b
e

ordained previous to his
entering o

n

the miſſion, voted that
the North Conſociation of Litch
field County ſhould be requeſted

1803.”
**

to ordain him, as you will fee by
the incloſed Votes. Mr. Rob
bins has fignified his acceptance,

h
e

could ſe
e

a little, how Godjiàº; Jeſus Chriſt,I ſuch a finner as he was, but moſt_----- o
f

the time h
e

was in total dark--F-5,-->r-
neſs.”~.
Ordination o
f

the Rev. Thomas
FoEBINs.

At a meeting of the North Conſoci
ation, o

f

Litchfield County, a
t

the Houſe o
f

the Rev. Ammi. R
.

Robbins in Norfolk, july 19,
1803.

Mr. Smith was choſen Mode
rator and Mr. Starr, Scribe.—
The Conſociation being conven

and in purſuance o
f

the vote o
f

the Truſtees, I now write to re
queſt you to take meaſures to con
voke the Conſociation with that
view, as ſoon a

s ſhall b
e judged

expedient. You will pleaſe to in
form me b

y

Letter o
f

the time
and place o

f

the meeting o
f

the
Conſociation, that I may give in
formation to the Delegates ap
pointed b

y

the Truſtees.
Yours with much reſpect,

ABEL FLINT, Secretary to

th
e

Board o
f

Triftees.
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